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Empathy
I would award Texas 40 percent in its political participation. The state has had a low turnout of voters over time which has gradually been getting lower. Uniqueness appears in the voting policies of the state such as the requirement that all voters be able to provide government-issued photo identification, different poll timing, and lack of automatic and online registration. They all contribute to the low attendance which has led Texas to be very low in political participation. While other states try to make the exercise of voting as easy as possible to attract more voters, for the Texas state, voting is restricted with rules and regulations that are not voter-friendly.
The guiding principles surrounding the vote by mail policy are the most troubling. Texas only allows vote by mail to individuals who are disabled, incarcerated but eligible to vote, 65 years old, or are out of the country on the day of elections. Other states allow the policy for every voter and therefore ease their voting efforts. This is very limiting especially in a time like this when there is the COVID-19 pandemic. Individuals are afraid of crowded places and hence would make great use of the vote by mail policy.
Political parties such as the Texas Democratic Party have taken it upon themselves to provide for their voter the votes by mail applications. This policy is an unmitigated disaster that has contributed to the low turnouts and is still expected to continue fracturing the voter count in Texas.  Similarly, even those eligible for this voting privilege remain in a tight schedule that may lead them to be left out.  Texas voting agencies expect to have the applications less than ten days before the failure of the elections to which the vote will not be counted. For instance, once a person has applied for the vote by mail ballot, they are expected to wait for the ballot. After receiving them, the voters are expected to vote and send the mail back. All these are done through the post office. The delays involved in the mailing of the ballots may lead an individual to be left out. The Texas vote by mail policy continues to oppress the voting right democracy of the people. The many rules surrounding it act as hurdles that eventually lead to the poor vote count. The Texas voters remain excluded from American political participation.
